Inner Newcastle Parish: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West; St Joseph’s Church, The Junc on; St Mary, Star
of the Sea Church, Newcastle; Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Tighes Hill; St Laurence O’Toole Church,
Broadmeadow. Mayfield Parish: Christ the King, Mayfield West. Stockton Parish: St Peter‐in‐Chains, Stockton.
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Our Clergy
Fr Andrew Doohan
Fr Peter Street
Fr Peter Thoai
Fr Ma hew Muller
Fr John Vo
Deacon Lawrence Caelli

Regional Of ice—St Benedict’s Centre
25 Farquhar Street, The Junc on
PO Box 6, The Junc on 2291
P: (02) 4979 1101
F: (02) 4962 4644
E: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au
W: www.newcastlecatholic.org.au

Our Staff
Margaret Cox (Recep on & Administra on)
Anne Warren (Business Manager Finance)
Jade Simonsen (Business Manager Property)
Dr Anne Millard (Music, Liturgy, Sacraments, &
Bulle n)

Other Contacts
Lingard Hospital Team: Contact the Parish Oﬃce
Mercy Pastoral Team: Sr Patricia Whi en rsm
(02) 4979 1116
St Joseph’s Pastoral Team: Contact the Parish Oﬃce

Laetare Sunday
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all
who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in
mourning.

Parish Bulle n: Prayer requests and items for the
Bulle n should be received at the Parish Oﬃce by 5pm
on Wednesdays.

Sacred Heart Cathedral sits on the tradi onal country of the Awabakal and Worimi peoples.
We acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs and their con nuing rela onship with the land, pay respect to
their Elders past, present and future, and commit ourselves to working together for reconcilia on and jus ce.
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…(for the week ahead)

Fourth Week of Lent

Monday— 15th March
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
Tuesday—16th March
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
9:00am Mass @ Mayfield West
9:15am Mass @ Broadmeadow
9:30am Mass @ The Junc on
Wednesday—17th March
Solemnity of St Patrick
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
9:00am Mass @ Mayfield West
9:15am Mass @ Tighes Hill
9:30am Mass @ The Junc on
Thursday—18th March
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
9:00am Mass @ Mayfield West
9:15am Mass @ Broadmeadow
9:30am Mass @ The Junc on
Friday—19th March
Solemnity of St Joseph
9:00am Mass @ Mayfield West
9:15am Mass @ Tighes Hill
Followed by Sta ons of the Cross
10:15am Mass @ The Junc on
11am
Exposi on @ The Cathedral (un l 12pm)
11am
Reconcilia on @ The Cathedral
12:05pm Mass @ The Cathedral
Saturday— 20th March
9:15am Mass @ The Cathedral followed by
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
followed by Reconcilia on
5:30pm Vigil Mass @ The Cathedral
5:30pm Vigil Mass @ Broadmeadow
6:00pm Vigil Mass @ Mayfield West
Sunday— 21st March
5th Sunday of Lent
7:30am Mass @ St Mary’s
8:00am Mass @ Tighes Hill
9:00am Mass @ The Junc on
9:00am Mass @ Stockton
9:30am Mass @ The Cathedral
Live streamed via the Diocesan website:
www.mn.catholic.org.au/ places/livestream/
10:30am
11:30am
5:00pm
5:30pm

Italian Mass @ Broadmeadow
Polish Mass @ The Cathedral
Mass @ The Cathedral
Vietnamese Mass @ Mayfield West
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Beginning on 7th April in the school holidays, the
church will be closed to the public for repairs to the
gallery and external walls. We an cipate this will last
for a few weeks. Parishioners are encouraged to
a end the other available Masses within the Parish.
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Holy Thursday Mass: 6:00pm @ Tighes Hill
Good Friday: 9:15am @ Tighes Hill (Sta ons of the
Cross) 3:00pm @ Broadmeadow (Celebra on of the
Lord’s Passion)
Easter Vigil Mass: 6:30pm @ Broadmeadow
Easter Sunday Mass: 8:00am @ Tighes Hill
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directly a er Friday Mass @ 9.15am.
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installing the rest of the new audiovisual system,
which should be completed shortly. The windows are
currently in progress; weather permi ng, they should
be completed by Easter.
Stockton church: Due to renova on progress, there
will be no weekday Masses un l the job done
(hopefully before Holy Week)
Mayfield West church: The weekday Masses will be:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9am
Friday: 9am if there is no Mass at Saint
Columban School.
This metable will be eﬀec ve un l further no ce, i.e.
when the renova on at Stockton church is done.
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St Joseph’s Church will now be open weekdays from
9am un l 4pm. Use the side entrance, near the
driveway.
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Sta ons of The Cross during Lent, followed by
adora on, during which me Father Peter will be
available for the Sacrament of Reconcilia on. Vespers
and Benedic on with the Blessed Sacrament will then
follow. The Sta ons of the Cross alternate between St
Mary’s Star of the Sea, Newcastle and St Joseph’s, The
Junc on.
Wednesday 17 March
Wednesday 24 March
Wednesday 31 March

St Mary’s Star of the Sea
St Joseph’s The Junc on
St Mary’s Star of the Sea
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: Parishioners in

the City Pastoral Region are invited to connect and
pray with each other from your own home. God speaks
to us through the words of the Gospel and then
through ar st's images of the Gospel message. Each
Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm.
You and your friends are welcome to join via the
internet: h ps://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/96144217758
Password: pray
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Living Waters, 34 Kenrick St., The Junc on:
Wednesday, 7.30 am
Friday, 11.00 am
Monday, 6.30 pm
CONTACT: annecuskelly@hotmail.com or
0407 436 808

R

D

B

B

Bishop Bill is oﬀering reflec on days around the
Diocese during April and May. The two closest to our
parish are:
Thursday April 15, Reflec on 2:30‐4pm; Mass 5‐
5:30pm St Mary Immaculate Parish, Charlestown
Tuesday May 4: Reflec on 2:30‐4pm, Cathedral House
841 Hunter St, Newcastle West.
The day is oﬀered in other loca ons around the
Diocese. If you’d like more informa on about the
other mes and places, please contact the Bishop’s
Oﬃce.
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Father Peter Street will commence Bible Study Group
on Thursday, 8 April 2021. Please register your interest
by 15 March. Mee ngs likely in person and via zoom.
Father Peter will be using
“Unlocking the Mystery of the
Bible” to help us make sense of
the Bible and to see how it
relates to our everyday lives.
We
will
discover
the
remarkable
connec on
between the Old and New
Testaments, and see how the
sacraments, the Church, and
our en re Catholic Faith are
rooted in the Scripture.
The Bible is a story about the Father’s unfailing love
for us, a love that we are called to share with others.
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Thursday, 18 March CRCC 3pm in the Parish Centre.

T

B

C

(BYO breakfast!!)
(formerly the Men’s Breakfast Group)
CHANGE OF LOCATION !!!!!!! ‐ Bad weather forecast.
Our March COVID‐safe gathering will now be held at
Tighes Hill Church:
What? Lawrie Hallinan, Chair of aged care provider ‐
Southern Cross Care (NSW&ACT), will provide an
overview of the findings and recommenda ons of the
Royal Commission into Aged Care.
When? Monday 15th March Commencing at: 7.15am
(BYO coﬀee and eats)
Where? Immaculate Heart of Mary, Corner of Union St
and Tighes Terrace, Tighes Hill.
Why? Fellowship and informa on
Who? All welcome
Enquiries? Neil Jones 0410 572 579
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meets 6.00pm on Sunday, 11th April, to
discuss When the Apricots Bloom by Gina Wilkinson. If
you would like to par cipate in book club mee ngs,
please email newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au
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Building the Kingdom of God Together
Sunday 21 March 2021 1.00pm – 4.00pm (AEDT)
Toohey Room; 841 Hunter Street Newcastle West
NSW
RSVP and pre‐reading from:
LGBTIQ@mn.catholic.org.au
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We are currently looking for people to join a diocesan
Children’s Ministry Advisory Group.
This group will assist the Educa on Oﬃcer with
teaching and learning ideas and resource
recommenda ons to enhance the faith forma on
experience for ALL children within our local
communi es including Catholic Sacraments of
Ini a on, Special Religious Educa on (SRE), Children’s
Liturgy and Youth and Outreach Groups such as Ac v8.
For an expression of interest form please go to:
h ps://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church‐mission/
childrens‐ministries/

TODAY’S LITURGY
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Gospel:John 9:1‐41
The blind man went oﬀ and washed himself and came
away with his sight restored.
We pause for silent reflec on.

Entrance An phon:
Rejoice, O Jerusalem; and gather round,
all you who love her; rejoice in gladness,
a er having been in sorrow;
exult and be replenished with the consola on
flowing from her motherly bosom.
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First Reading: 1 Samuel 16: 1, 6‐7, 10‐13
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David
king of Israel.
We pause for silent reflec on.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 22 R. v.1
The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose
Near res ul waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit
He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear
You are there with your crook and your staﬀ;
with these you give me comfort
You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes
My head you have anointed with oil
my cup is overflowing
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8‐14
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
We pause for silent reflec on.
Gospel Acclama on: Jn 3:16
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!

Homily
The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Bego en Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
bego en, not made, consubstan al with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salva on he came down
from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pon us Pilate,
he suﬀered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with
the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Bap sm for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrec on of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,
the Father Almighty,
Creator of Heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow)
born of the Virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pon us Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into Hell;
on the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into Heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God, the Father

almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrec on of the body and life everlas ng.
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Memorial Acclama on
Save us Saviour of the world, for by your cross and
resurrec on, you have set us free.
Communion An phon Cf. Jn 9:11,38
The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed,
I saw and I believed in God.
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by Richard Leonard
As Chris ans in the world we cannot help but be
influenced by the developments that happen around
us. Indeed, we believe that many of these advances
are gi s from God, given to us to enjoy. But not all
developments in thinking and prac ces are for the
be er.
One recent and alarming development is the false
thinking that we cannot judge other people, or that we
should not be judged. The wider community regularly
maintains that no one is in a posi on to judge
another’s behaviour or statements. This approach
holds that everyone’s words and ac ons are of equal
value. This posi on is many things, but it’s certainly
not Chris an, but this hasn’t stopped it from finding a
home amongst us. We regularly hear statements from
Chris an men and women like, ‘We’re not in a posi on
to judge’ or ‘You can’t judge them’ and ‘If it’s fine for
them, then it’s fine’. This thinking has a name. It’s
called moral rela vism and it tries to claim that the
morality of behaviour is only determined by the
person who does the act, or the context within which
the ac on is taken.

Our Catholic tradi on teaches us that a context is
very important in trying to work out if someone is to
blame for what they say and do, but that a person’s
par cular circumstances never change the fact that
the words or ac ons are in themselves wrong. We
hold that while all human beings have equal value
and dignity, we do not believe that everyone’s
opinion and ac ons are of equal worth. We believe
that ‘right judgment’ is a gi of the Holy Spirit and
that it’s best exercised with humility and compassion.
When I hear people say I should not judge others, I
assume they are telling me that I should not condemn
other people. There is a world of diﬀerence between
judging and condemning. To judge is to make an
assessment. To condemn is to damn. As Chris ans we
judge because we have to keep discerning how the
things of the world can be reconciled with the things
we hold to be true. Condemna on is the preroga ve
of God alone, who sees all, knows all and loves all. In
today’s Gospel, however, John tells us that even God
has forfeited the right to condemn the world, but has
sent Jesus to be the world’s light, life, truth and
saviour.
The Gospel reminds us that if we feel condemned
for what we have done and said, then it’s because we
have condemned ourselves, not because God
condemns us. John tells us that even when we find
ourselves lost in the darkness of our most destruc ve
behaviour, the saving love of Christ is always available
to us, invi ng us to come out of the darkness into his
light.
What a great metaphor the light and dark is for
making the best judgments in our own lives. Alarm
bells should always ring when we find ourselves not
wan ng anyone else to know what we have said or
done. Secrecy is o en the ally of sin and the more
open and transparent we are, the more confident we
can be that we are walking as children of the light.
May this Lenten Eucharist enable us to let go of the
desire to condemn others and ourselves, and to
receive again the compassionate, just and humble gi
of right judgment that helps us to see the darkness
for what it is, and keeps us walking in the light of
Christ.
© Richard Leonard SJ
Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian Catholic
Oﬃce for Film and Broadcas ng, is a member of the Australian
Catholic Media Council and a film cri c for all the major
Australian Catholic newspapers. He completed a PhD in cinema
studies at the University of Melbourne. He lectures in cinema
and theology at the Jesuit College of Spirituality and has been a
visi ng lecturer in Australian cinema at the University of
Melbourne, a visi ng scholar within the School of Theatre, Film
and Television at UCLA and is visi ng professor at the Pon fical
Gregorian University in Rome. He is an Honorary Fellow of the
Australian Catholic University, has lectured widely and is the
author of numerous books.
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Join us at a new loca on for Pints with a Purpose at
Sydney Junc on Hotel, Beaumont St Hamilton where
Tinah Tohi will share an incredible tes mony about
the gi of faith during hard mes. Tinah’s son
Emmanuel who went to Corpus Chris Primary School,
Waratah and later moved to Melbourne, was a
perfectly normal fi een‐year‐old teenager when he
received the sha ering news that he had an incurable
terminal disease. Tinah will share about Emmanuel
and her family’s journey with a story that will touch
your heart and inspire your faith.
Date: Monday March 15
Time: Dinner from 6.00pm
Talk: 7.00pm‐8.00pm
For any enquiries contact Mary‐Anne de Luca on 0409
077 373
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Join us for an evening of theologically informed
conversa ons about Catholic women in leadership
across a range of organisa ons.
Out in front: Leadership and Catholic Women will
feature alumnae from the first itera on of the
Leadership for Mission program, in dialogue with
other women and men in leadership roles in the
Church.
Together we will reflect on how leadership today
implies 'leading from the front, from the middle and
from the back.'
Speakers will include
Ms Sophie Cox
Ms Margaret Vider
Ms Natalia Teguhputri
Very Rev Anthony Mellor
Dr Maeve Louise Heaney
Find out more:
Visit the website (Out in front: Leadership and Catholic
women‐‐acu.edu.au) for more informa on and to
register to a end online. Registra on via the website
is essen al.
If you have any ques ons about this event, please
contact us at xaviercentre@acu.edu.au

RECENTLY DECEASED: Joyce Chiarelli, Peppino
Rosse , Rosie Lavis, Antonie a Ne o, Shirley Arnold,
Joseph Elias, Bruna Carraro, Max Doohan
ANNIVERSARIES: Kathryn Allan Oultram, Keith Mar n,
Darcy Keogh, Barry Gordon
SICK: Carlo Rossi, Tom Towers
SPECIAL INTENTIONS: Val Donnelly, Sr Marjorie
McLachlan
Names may be placed here by contac ng the Parish Oﬃce. Please
refer to the Policy Document on the Parish website—visit
www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/downloads.
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Sunday 21st March 2021
5th Sunday of Lent, Year A
Ez 37:12‐14
Rom 8:8‐11
Jn 12:20‐33
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Maximum Number of Persons in Churches
Under the current Public Health Order, the limit on the
number of persons who can be present in a church is
now calculated by allowing 2 square metres per
person within the building.
In our Region, those limits are:
Sacred Heart Cathedral
St Mary’s, Newcastle
St Joseph’s, The Junc on
Mary Immaculate, Tighes Hill
St Laurence O’Toole, Broadmeadow
St Peter‐in‐Chains, Stockton
Christ the King, Mayfield West

221
108
200
110
110
140
140

The limit applies to all Masses and other liturgical
celebra ons, such as weddings and funerals.
Provision of Contact Details
The Public Health Order requires the collec on of
contact details for those who a end any liturgical
celebra on in a church (e.g. Mass, weddings, funerals,
Bap sms, etc.). The contact details for each and every
individual—including children and infants—must be
collected.

‐

N
S

H

– 9.30

M

C

The 9.30am Mass from Sacred Heart Cathedral is live‐
streamed (and recorded) each week. The camera is
located under the choir lo and faces towards the
sanctuary, though it can be directed to various parts of
the Cathedral if needed.
Parishioners should be aware that they may be filmed
during the celebra on of the 9.30am Mass. This
filming will mostly capture their image from behind.
We cannot guarantee, however, that their faces will
not be featured on the live‐stream or recording,
par cularly the case during the Communion
Procession. The live‐stream will make use of mul ple
camera angles to minimise the iden fica on of
individuals as much as possible, but this will not
eliminate the possibility of being filmed.
Parishioners with concerns about being filmed or
recorded should speak with the Cathedral Rector,
Father Andrew Doohan, in the first instance.

The contact details that are required are defined as a)
name, b) phone number or email address, and c) the
me of arrival.
A endees are able to use the Service NSW QR Code to
provide their details—just like many other places—
using the Service NSW app on your phone, or via a QR
Code reader. A Contact Details Form will be provided
at the door to permit the collec on of these details.
General Requirements
The requirements regarding cleaning, observing
physical distancing, refraining from communal singing,
etc. remain in place for the me being, as does the
requirement to refrain from physical acts of devo on
that involve touching or kissing icons or statues.
Liturgical rituals have been adapted, and will con nue
to be adapted, in order to ensure the health and
safety of all parishioners and visitors to our churches.
We ask those who are par cularly at risk – the elderly,
those with compromised health, those who are sick –
to refrain from returning to Mass for the sake of their
own health. The dispensa on from the obliga on to
a end Sunday Mass given by the Bishop remains in
place in these circumstances.
Requirements for A ending Mass
Cathedral: There is no need to register in advance to
a end Mass. If you wish to return to Mass, you are at
liberty to do so, though capacity limits will need to be
observed at all Masses.
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To make help make the resources of The DoMN
Library more available, we are excited to be opening
the Dilley Library, located within the grounds of St
Joseph’s College, New England Highway Lochinvar, on
the second Saturday of each month.
Each month we will oﬀer a Forma on session, Book
Club, DoMN Library website training and me for
general access and borrowing. The following is a
guide:
9am – 10am: Forma on session
10am – 11am: Book Club (General discussion of your
current reading) and General Library access.
11am – 1pm: General library access/borrowing and
DoMN Library website training (Please bring your
device.)
If you would like to a end, please RSVP by emailing
the DoMN Library, indica ng your likely hours of
a endance.
(domnlibrary@mn.catholic.org.au). Please feel free to
email, phone or text (0409 033 449) if you have any
queries or ques ons.

