Inner Newcastle Parish: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West; St Joseph’s Church, The Junc on; St Mary, Star
of the Sea Church, Newcastle; Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Tighes Hill; St Laurence O’Toole Church,
Broadmeadow. Mayfield Parish: Christ the King, Mayfield West. Stockton Parish: St Peter‐in‐Chains, Stockton.
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Our Clergy
Fr Andrew Doohan
Fr Peter Street
Fr Peter Thoai
Fr Ma hew Muller
Fr John Vo
Deacon Lawrence Caelli

Regional Of ice—St Benedict’s Centre
25 Farquhar Street, The Junc on
PO Box 6, The Junc on 2291
P: (02) 4979 1101
F: (02) 4962 4644
E: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au
W: www.newcastlecatholic.org.au

Our Staff
Margaret Cox (Recep on & Administra on)
Anne Warren (Business Manager Finance)
Jade Simonsen (Business Manager Property)
Dr Anne Millard (Music, Liturgy, Sacraments, Bulle n)

Other Contacts
Lingard Hospital Team: Contact the Parish Oﬃce
Mercy Pastoral Team: Sr Patricia Whi en rsm
(02) 4979 1116
St Joseph’s Pastoral Team: Contact the Parish Oﬃce
Parish Bulle n: Prayer requests and items for the
Bulle n should be received at the Parish Oﬃce by 5pm
on Wednesdays.

Divine Mercy
Sunday

Our Parishes incorporate suburbs located on the tradi onal country of the Awabakal and Worimi peoples. We
acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs and con nuing rela onship with the land, pay respect to their Elders
past and present, and commit ourselves to work together for reconcilia on and jus ce.
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2nd Week of Easter, Year B
Monday—12th April
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
Tuesday—13th April
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
8:30am Mass @ Stockton
9:30am Mass @ The Junc on
Wednesday—14th April
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
9:00am Mass @ Mayfield West
9:15am Mass @ Tighes Hill
9:30am Mass @ The Junc on
Thursday– 15th April
8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral
8:30am Mass @ Stockton
9:30am Mass @ The Junc on
Friday—16th April
9:15am Mass @ Tighes Hill
10:15am Mass @ The Junc on
11am
Exposi on @ The Cathedral (un l 12pm)
11am
Reconcilia on @ The Cathedral (un l
12pm)
12:05pm Mass @ The Cathedral
Saturday—17th April
9.20am Mass @ The Cathedral followed by
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help @
The Cathedral (followed by Reconcilia on
5:30pm Mass @ The Cathedral
6:00pm Vigil Mass @ Mayfield West
Sunday—18th April
3rd Sunday of Easter
7:30am Mass @ St Mary’s
8am
Mass @ Tighes Hill
9am
Mass @ The Junc on
9:00am Mass @ Stockton
9:30am Mass @ The Cathedral
Live streamed via the Diocesan website:
www.mn.catholic.org.au/ places/livestream/
11:00am Italian Mass @ The Junc on
11:30am Polish Mass @ The Cathedral
5pm
Mass @ The Cathedral
5:30pm Vietnamese Mass @ Mayfield West

In the Jubilee Year 2000, Pope John Paul II proclaimed
that from that year forward, the Second Sunday of
Easter would be celebrated as Divine Mercy Sunday.
This was proclaimed at the Canoniza on Mass of St.
Faus na Kawalska, who worked throughout her life to
make all aware of the merciful love of God. St.
Faus na (1905–1938) was born and raised in Poland.
Following a voca on to religious life, she was accepted
by the Congrega on of the Sisters of Our Lady of
Mercy. As a member of the Congrega on, she worked
as a cook, gardener, and porter. In her spiritual life,
her contempla on on the Mercy of God led her to
develop a childlike trust in God and deep love for her
neighbor.
In her years in the convent, St. Faus na heard a call
from God to make God’s mercy known to the world so
that the world may more fully receive God’s healing
grace. St. Faus na promoted the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy which consists of the recita on of prayers to
the Eternal Father with the use of the rosary for the
sake of Christ’s sorrowful passion.
The Chaplet is prayed as follows:
1. Begin with the Sign of the Cross, one Our
Father, one Hail Mary, and the Apostles’ Creed.
2. On the Our Father beads, recite the following:
“Eternal Father, I oﬀer you the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity of your dearly beloved Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and
those of the whole world.”
3. On the ten Hail Mary beads, say the following:
“For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have
mercy on us and on the whole world.”
4. Repeat step two and three for all five
decades.
5. Conclude by reci ng three mes:
“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us and on the whole world.”
When celebra ng Divine Mercy Sunday, the faithful
are called to reflect more personally on the graces
won through the life, death, and Resurrec on of Jesus
Christ. In this way their hearts may be more fully
aware of the mercy of God for them personally and for
the sake of the world.
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The Social Jus ce 2020‐2021 Statement, To Live Life to
the Full: Mental health in Australia today, provides the
opportunity to be er understand mental illness and
how as social beings we need the bonds of family,
friends and the broader community to celebrate the
joys and hopes of life.
Ar sts are invited to create a work based on the
themes found in the Social Jus ce Statement. Works
can be 2 or 3 dimensional no larger than 1 x 1 metres.
Name, tle of work, school, parish and phone number
clearly labelled on the back. This informa on plus a
150 word (maximum) ar st statement must
accompany the work and be emailed through to
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au before June 19.
Please join us for a day of prayer, reflec on and art
making. $10 cost covers all art materials used on the
day. Par cipants will need to bring their own lunch on
the day. Artworks will become part of the Social
Jus ce art exhibi on/compe on held on July 17 at
the Veritas Centre Mayfield.
Dates:
Wednesday April 28, 9.30am‐2.30pm: St Columban’s
Hall, Church St, Mayfield
Thursday April 29, 9.30am‐2.30pm: Catholic Parish
Oﬃce, Unit 5/16 Cambridge St, Singleton
Friday April 30, 9.30am‐2.30pm: Community Centre St
Joseph’s Parish Kilaben Bay, 140 Wangi Rd, Toronto
Monday May 3, 9.30am‐2.30pm: Holy Name of Jesus
Parish, 33 Lake St, Forster
To register to go:h ps://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
social‐jus ce‐art‐workshop‐ ckets‐145391039513
For more informa on contact:
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
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View, Chew, and Chat con nues to meet via Zoom.
During the Easter Season, we will
employ the prac ce of Lec o Divina
to prayerfully reflect on the Gospel of
the coming Sunday.
"Lec o Divina", a La n term, means
"divine reading" and describes a way
of reading the Scriptures whereby we
gradually let go of our own agenda and open ourselves
to what God wants to say to us. We meet via Zoom
each Wednesday evening from 7pm.
To par cipate, please email
newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au
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Bishop Bill is oﬀering reflec on days around the
Diocese during April and May. The two closest to our
parish are:
Thursday April 15: St Mary Immaculate, Charlestown
Reflec on 2:30‐4pm;
Mass 5‐5:30pm
Tuesday May 4: Cathedral House, 841 Hunter St,
Newcastle West.
Reflec on 2:30‐4pm
The day is oﬀered in other loca ons around the
Diocese. If you’d like more informa on about the
other mes and places, please contact the Bishop’s
Oﬃce.

T

B

C

BYO breakfast!!
(formerly the Men’s Breakfast Group)
Our April COVID‐safe gathering will be held at the
Newcastle Mens Shed shopfront:
What?
Wayne Grant – Secretary of The
Newcastle Mens Shed, will tell us about recent
changes and expansion plans. We will meet in their
workshop / shop front at Hamilton.
When?
Monday 19th April Commencing at:
7.15am We con nue to be Covid Safe, so please BYO
coﬀee and eats.
Where?
99 Beaumont St. Hamilton alongside
Westpac Bank.
Why?

Fellowship and informa on

Who?

All welcome

Enquires?
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Neil Jones 0410 572579
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Living Waters, 34 Kenrick St., The Junc on:
Wednesday, 7.30 am
Friday, 11.00 am
Monday, 6.30 pm
CONTACT: annecuskelly@hotmail.com or
0407 436 808
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Sunday, 11th April @6pm: Bookclub meets to discuss
When the Apricots Bloom by Gina Wilkinson. If you
would like to par cipate in book club mee ngs, please
email newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au

Re lection by Richard Leonard SJ
The earliest Chris an community focused strongly on
the wounds of the Risen Lord for two reasons: to
aﬃrm the fact that Christ, now raised from the dead
was the same person who had lived with them; and to
make sense of the physical wounds being inflicted on
them for Christ's sake.
The story of Thomas, even with its mys cal details,
counters a magical no on of what the resurrec on is
about. Jesus bears the marks of his torture and death.
His glorified body, though diﬀerent, is connected to
how the disciples knew and loved him. They can
recognise him through his words and his wounds.
We know the community of Ephesus, for which this
Gospel is wri en, was experiencing great persecu on.
Is it any wonder, one genera on a er the earliest
disciples, that the sign of Christ's Risen presence are
his marks of suﬀering?
Our own world con nues to be intrigued by
manifesta ons of Jesus' wounds. Over recent years
films like S gmata, Dogma, Agnes of God and even the
appalling Daredevil give a hysterical and cynical
prominence to the s gmata. There are regular ‘believe
it or not’ documentaries that usually follow suit. Even
some pilgrims flocked to Padre Pio's monastery in the
south of Italy to see if his hands really bled, or if his
wounds really wept. This desire to see outward signs
of inner faith is a long way short of Jesus telling us
today, ‘Happy are those who believe without seeing.’

this he meant that o en God takes that part of
ourselves we don't like, forgives it, heals it, and uses
it most powerfully to demonstrate that the pa ern of
the life, death and resurrec on of Christ con nues in
all believers who bear his name and carry his
wounds.
And that's what happened to Thomas. Christ took his
fears, doubts and disbelief and transformed them
into a powerful Chris an witness that has sustained
genera ons of us who struggle with life and faith.
So at this Easter Eucharist we are oﬀered the same
opportunity to discover that the stone rejected
within us, or among us, is the one which God wants
to use as the cornerstone. When we see this
happening, when we see God taking the part of us
we consider most unlovable and using it for good,
then we want to cry out with the psalmist, ‘This is the
work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.’
© Richard Leonard SJ. h p://www.liturgyhelp.com

Our day‐to‐day lives should be the clearest
manifesta on of the cross and resurrec on of Christ.
It seems, however, that words and wounds s ll make a
claim on us today. You and I know that we don't have
to go to a s gma c to see Chris an ba le wounds. We
carry within us the death of the Lord. We all have our
wounds. And we also know that, for many of us, it is
precisely when we are wounded most deeply by life,
that our doubts in the presence of God can be
greatest.
The Easter story is not that we should be ashamed of
this, or pretend it doesn't happen. Today's Gospel
reminds us that it is into this chaos that Christ comes
with words of peace, with empathy from the one who
was wounded for our sake and with the mission to
forgive as we are forgiven.
Years ago I remember struggling with some personal
issues during a retreat. One day, when I felt lowest
about myself, the retreat director, adap ng today's
psalm, 117, said to me, ‘you realise that the stone
rejected by the builder becomes the corner stone’. By
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O God, in your ineﬀable providence you were pleased
to choose Blessed Joseph to be the spouse of your
most holy Mother, grant, we beg you, that we may be
worthy to have him for our intercessor in heaven
whom on earth we venerate as our Protector. You
who live and reign forever and ever. Amen.
As part of the Year of St Joseph, a plenary indulgence
is being granted according to the usual condi ons of
confession, communion, and prayer for the Pope’s
inten ons to those who recite the Litany of St Joseph
for the persecuted Church and for Chris ans suﬀering
all forms of persecu on.
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Work began on Thursday 8 April to inves gate the
structural integrity of the gallery a er termite damage.
This inves ga on involves asbestos removal and the
church will be closed to the public while works are
happening. This is par cularly important during the
early asbestos removal stage from the 8th onwards.
Under no circumstances should the church be
accessed. The Italian community have arranged the
use of St Joseph’s at the Junc on for Masses while
these works are going on: Sundays at 11am.
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Inves ga ons into the leaking roof at Tighes Hill are
under way and we will keep you updated.
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Building works are moving along nicely despite all of
the inclement weather. Audio visual works are now
complete.
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Audio visual works are now complete.

S J

’ ,T

J

:

St Joseph’s Church is now open weekdays from 9am
un l 4pm. Use the side entrance, near the driveway.
All Organs has loaned St Joseph’s Church a digital pipe
organ un l a er Anzac Day. The Parish extends our
thanks to Jim Clinch and All Organs for this generous
loan.
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: Eileen Bleakley, Faye Mar n,
Catherine Walsh, Charlie Walsh, Monica Gebbie
S

: Carlo Rossi, Tom Towers

S
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McLachlan

: Val Donnelly, Sr Marjorie

Names may be placed here by contac ng the Parish Oﬃce. Please
refer to the Policy Document on the Parish website—visit
www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/downloads.
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The Parish luncheon will be held on Monday 19th
April at 12.30pm in the Victor Peters Suite. Please join
friends for this lovely opportunity to be together
socially. For more informa on, please contact
Maureen ‐ 0412 673151 .
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The
Merewether‐
Hamilton‐Adamstown
RSL Sub‐Branch will
not be conduc ng
any of its Anzac Day
Services this year.
They usually conduct
services at Merewether Memorial Gates, Gregson
Park Hamilton and the WWI Memorial Adamstown.
On mee ng with the NSW Police Waratah Local Area
Command, Newcastle City Council Events Program
Manager and various communica ons from NSW
Government, Department of Health, it was strongly
recommended that they cancel Services again this
year. Even though COVID restric ons are, at the
moment, less than they were, a decision had to be
made early due to the large number of plans and
strategic requirements necessary to be worked
through.
The Sub‐Branch is disappointed not to hold this very
significant service of Remembrance for our
community. We hope that 2022 brings back our
community Anzac Day Services and wellness to our
country and the world.
The RSL Sub‐Branch sends a message of thanks for all
who support Ex‐service and Serving men and women.

:
: Beryl Davies, Tadeusz Pozniak

P

H

?

T
Jesus says to Thomas, ‘You believe because you can
see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet
believe.’ That’s us! Jesus’ words in the gospel are
meant for people like us living today. We are not in
the posi on of Thomas and the other disciples who
were able to see the risen Lord face to face and so
convince themselves of his rising. The gospel
recognises that to believe in the resurrec on
without that physical, personal encounter with Jesus
is to be celebrated even more. Happy are we –
blessed are we – who have not seen and yet s ll
believe!

T
Entrance An phon:

’ L

This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

1 Pt 2:2

Second Reading: 1 Jn 5:1‐6

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure,
spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salva on,
alleluia.

Anyone bego en by God has already overcome the
world. since the Spirit is the truth.

Gloria

Gospel Acclama on: Jn 20:29

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen
me; happy are those who have not seen me, but s ll
believe! Alleluia!

We praise You. We bless You. We adore you.
We glorify You.
We give You thanks for Your great glory.
Lord God, heavenly King, O God almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only‐bego en Son.
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father:
You take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
You take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the holy one. You alone are the
Lord. You alone, are the most high Jesus Christ.
With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

L
First Reading:

W
Acts 4:32‐35

The whole group was united, heart and soul.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 117:2‐4. 15‐18. 22‐24. R. v.1
(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlas ng.
1. Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’ (R.)
2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up.
I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds.
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord,
but not doomed to die. (R.)
3. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.

Gospel:

Jn 20:19‐31

A er eight days, Jesus came in and stood among
them.
Homily
The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Bego en Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
bego en, not made, consubstan al with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salva on he came down
from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pon us Pilate,
he suﬀered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with
the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Bap sm for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrec on of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,
the Father Almighty,
Creator of Heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow)
born of the Virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pon us Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into Hell;
on the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into Heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God, the Father
almighty; from there He shall come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrec on of the body and life everlas ng.
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Memorial Acclama on
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your
Resurrec on un l you come again.
Communion An phon:

Cf. Jn 20:27

© The scriptural quota ons are taken from the Jerusalem Bible,
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers.
The English transla on of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclama ons, and the
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lec onary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, Interna onal
Commi ee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
The prayers are from the English Transla on of the Roman
Missal © 2010 Interna onal Commi ee on English in the Liturgy
Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
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Sunday 18th April 2021
3rd Sunday of Easter, Year B
Acts 3:13‐15. 17‐19
1 John 2:1‐5
Luke 24:35‐48
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Maximum Number of Persons in Churches
Under the current Public Health Order, the limit on the
number of persons who can be present in a church is
now calculated by allowing 2 square metres per
person within the building.
In our Region, those limits are:
Sacred Heart Cathedral
St Mary’s, Newcastle
St Joseph’s, The Junc on
Mary Immaculate, Tighes Hill
St Laurence O’Toole, Broadmeadow
St Peter‐in‐Chains, Stockton
Christ the King, Mayfield West

221
108
200
110
110
140
140

The limit applies to all Masses and other liturgical
celebra ons, such as weddings and funerals.
Provision of Contact Details
The Public Health Order requires the collec on of
contact details for those who a end any liturgical
celebra on in a church (e.g. Mass, weddings, funerals,
Bap sms, etc.). The contact details for each and every
individual—including children and infants—must be
collected.
The contact details that are required are defined as a)
name, b) phone number or email address, and c) the
me of arrival.

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails,
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.
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COVID‐19‐R

A endees are able to use the Service NSW QR Code to
provide their details—just like many other places—
using the Service NSW app on your phone, or via a QR
Code reader. A Contact Details Form will be provided
at the door to permit the collec on of these details.
General Requirements
The requirements regarding cleaning, observing
physical distancing, etc. remain in place for the me
being, as does the requirement to refrain from
physical acts of devo on that involve touching or
kissing icons or statues.
Liturgical rituals have been adapted, and will con nue
to be adapted, in order to ensure the health and
safety of all parishioners and visitors to our churches.
We ask those who are par cularly at risk – the elderly,
those with compromised health, those who are sick –
to refrain from returning to Mass for the sake of their
own health. The dispensa on from the obliga on to
a end Sunday Mass given by the Bishop remains in
place in these circumstances.
Requirements for A ending Mass
There is no need to register in advance to a end
regular Mass. If you wish to return to Mass, you are at
liberty to do so, though capacity limits will need to be
observed at all Masses.

