
Sunday 7th December 2025 
2nd Sunday of Advent, Year A 

St Benedict’s Inner Newcastle Parish: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West; St Joseph’s Church, The Junction; 
St Mary, Star of the Sea Church, Newcastle; Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Tighes Hill.  
Mayfield Parish: Christ the King, Mayfield West. Stockton Parish: St Peter-in-Chains, Stockton. 

Our Clergy  
Fr Greg Barker, Parish Priest 
Fr Sabu Pulimalayil, Assistant Priest  
Fr Anthony Coloma, Assistant Priest  
Fr Niel Olano, Assistant Priest  
Deacon Kevin Gadd 

Regional Office  
McAuley Building, 242 Parry St, Newcastle West, 2302 
PO Box 6, The Junction 2291 
P: (02) 4979 1101  
E: newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
W: www.newcastlecatholic.org.au 
W: www.sacredhearthamilton.org.au 
After hours emergency phone: 0494 390 653 

Our Staff 
Anne Warren (Business Manager) 
Jenny Pascua (Parish Secretary) 
Daloras Howes (Administration) 
Elul Tecle (Administration) 
Peter Davies (Administration) 
Mary-Anne de Luca (Sacraments) 
Dr Anne Millard (Music, Liturgy) 

Bereavement Team:  
Margaret Cox, Gail Lovell, Christopher Gregory, 
Margaret Beard, Margaret Newton, Anne Millard   
(02) 4979 1252 

St Joseph’s Pastoral Team:  
Contact the Parish Office 

Promoters of Safeguarding: 
Louise Outram, Adele Rubino, Cynthia Tamonan,  
Sr Kath Williams rsm 

Our Parishes incorporate suburbs located on the traditional country of the Awabakal and Worimi peoples. We 
acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing relationship with the land, pay respect to their Elders 
past and present, and commit ourselves to work together for reconciliation and justice. 

Out of the Wilderness 

The wilderness holds a special place in scripture. 
Time spent in the wilderness is associated with a time 
of preparation for undertaking a special purpose. 
When Moses led the people from Egypt they 
wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. This was a 
time of renewing themselves after their time in Egypt 
and rediscovering their covenant with God. After his 
baptism, Jesus retreats to the wilderness to prepare 
for his public ministry. It was also out of the 
wilderness that a lot of rebellion and unrest 
emerged. A desire for change and action is what 
comes out of the wilderness.  



Please send prayer requests and items for the Bulletin 
to the Parish Office by 5pm on Wednesdays. 

Prayer Requests 

Recently Deceased: Ella-Fay Hughes, Jack 
Meister, Nola Corbett, Colleen Bryde  

Anniversaries: Nicola Rossi, Diane Stavros, Noel 
Stace, Dawn Stevens  

Prayers for the Sick: John Hayes, Gary Valaire, 
Jeremy Eden, Braxton Rayner, Patricia Gillett, Carlo 
Rossi, Tui Innes, Raymond Morley, Louise Hall, Phil 
Riordan, Twon Nguyen, Eileen Jennings, Gwen 
Haggerty, Nick Fazzini, Sr Rose Gathercole, Alexander 
Klein, Patty Keegan, Kathryn Kennedy 

Names may be placed in “Prayer Requests” by contacting the 
Parish Office.  

Please refer to the Policy Document on the Parish website - visit 
www.newcastlecatholic.org.au/downloads. 

The Parish Diary…(for the week ahead) 
2nd week in Advent 

Mon 8 Dec         The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 

 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral 

Tues 9 Dec      
 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral 
 9:00am  Mass @ Stockton (Advent Mass and Yr 6 

Graduation) 
 9:30am Diocesan Staff End of Year Mass @ The 

Cathedral 

Wed 10 Dec  
 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral 
 9:00am  Mass @ Mayfield West (anointing) 
 9:15am Mass @ The Junction (St Joseph’s Yr 6 

Graduation 
 9:30am St Francis Xavier’s College Mass @ The 

Cathedral 
 

Thurs 11 Dec 

 8:15am Mass @ The Cathedral 
 9:00am Mass @ Stockton 
 9:15am Mass @ Merewether Beach (Holy Family 

Graduation Mass) 
 1:30pm Mass @ Charles O’Neill, Mayfield West 

Fri 12 Dec 
 10:15am Mass @ The Junction  
 11:00am Exposition, Adoration & Reconciliation @ 

The Cathedral (until 12 noon) 
 12:05pm Mass @ The Cathedral 

Sat 13 Dec       St Lucy, virgin, martyr 

 9:15am Mass @ The Cathedral, followed by the 
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
followed by Reconciliation 

Third Sunday of Advent, Year A 
Sat 13 Dec 
 5:30pm Vigil Mass @ The Cathedral 
 5:30pm Vigil Mass @ The Junction 
 5:30pm Vigil Mass @ Mayfield West 

Sun 14 Dec 
  7:30am  Mass @ St Mary’s 
 8:00am   Mass @ Tighes Hill 
 9:00am   Mass @ Stockton 
 9:30am  Mass @ The Cathedral * 
 11:00am Italian Mass @ The Junction 
 12noon Polish Mass @ The Cathedral 
 5:00pm Mass @ The Cathedral  
 

 * Livestreamed on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel—

www.youtube.com/c/SacredHeartCathedralHamilton and on 
the Diocesan website. 

Our Beloved Dead  

We remember those in our Columbaria whose 
anniversaries occur in November.  

At Sacred Heart Cathedral: 

At St Joseph’s: 

Harold Casey 
Kelvin Davis 
Mary Doyle  
Bill Edser 
Alan Fogarty  
Maree Green 
Frank Jnr Hawkins 
Noreen Heaney 
Grace Hickey  
Ernst Koch 
Cecily Clare Leslie 
Mick McBride 
Margaret McGlynn  
  

Athol Moore 
Joan Payne  
Rodger Ryan  
Byeena Winifred Saxby 
Franz Schmuck  
Pat Skehan 
Patricia Margaret Smith 
Kevin Smith 
Joseph Timbs  
Robert Wakely 
Stan Walters  
Dorothy Wilson 

Giuseppe (Mario) Cannavale 
Aileen Joyce (Joyce) Carey 
Kathleen Mary Cashman 
Margaret Joan Cunningham 
Bertha Docherty 
Paul Ferry 
Maria Franceschi 

Kevin Fuge 
Louis William  Harris 
Margaret Ireland 
Anthony (Tony) Losurdo 
Helen O'Sullivan 
James Savage 
Patrick Scott 
Margaret Tuxworth 

Eternal rest grant unto them and may perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace, Amen.  

Next Week’s Readings: 
3rd Sunday of Advent, Year A 
Isaiah 35:1-6,10  James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 



From the Parish Priest 
Dear Parish Family, 

As of 10 December, a social media ban will 
take effect for those 16 and under. An 
attempt to prevent on-line bullying and 
predatory behaviour. When I was a child 
whilst bullying was a real thing in schools, 

we all got a break from it when we went home. The 
old-fashioned phone of my childhood could simply be 
taken off its cradle, and all a caller would hear was an 
engaged signal. You probably don’t even know what 
they looked like. However, there were no mid-night 
posts, no clandestine texting, no sense of missing out 
if we were not connected continuously. 
 

We have as a society, community and as a church a 
responsibility to protect the most vulnerable, our 
children and vulnerable adults. It is a responsibility and 
an obligation on our part, a moral imperative. I am not 
convinced a total ban will work. Listening to 
commentators and interviews with parents there will 
be too many challenges to it. Parents and care givers 
will need to be even more vigilant if the ban has any 
chance. Unlike my generation this generation of young 
people are born Tech savvy. They can work their way 
around almost any block. It is a sad reality that we are 
more connected to each other via media platforms 
than face to face interaction.  
 

No system is foolproof. In my mind education is key to 
almost everything. Bans don’t necessarily solve 
anything. Families, schools, community groups and 
churches have a role to play in the education of our 
young people in cyber and social safety. Education and 
formation are key. Responsible persons must be 
informed and remain up to date. Open and honest 
communication is important. Our vulnerable need 
reliable and safe havens to fall back on. They need to 
be able to tell their safe person anything and know 
they will not be judged but rather heard and 
supported. Our kids get into trouble and sometimes 
find themselves in difficult situations. They need our 
help to get out of them. Sometimes parents and 
grandparents need to practice a ‘I’m not shocked by 
that’ face. 
 

On another note, I have begun my Christmas 
shopping. It ranks amongst the hardest things I face 
each year. What to get my now teenage nieces is 
daunting, overwhelming. I have a strict budget though. 
I’ve worked out over many years that money doesn’t 
compensate for lack of time spent nor does it equate 
to love. It really is the thought that counts. Getting 
into huge debt for the new year because of Christmas I 
have decided is not helpful. The things I treasure most 
from the gifts my family have sent are the ones my 

Welcome to Our Newly Baptised! 
We joyfully welcome those receiving the Sacrament of 
Baptism this weekend at the Cathedral: Evie 
Heckenberg, Raffy Bessant, Louise Martin, Evelyn 
Martin; and at St Mary’s: Daphne Van Lier. May the 
Holy Spirit continue to guide and strengthen you as 
you and your family walk in faith with us.   

nephew and nieces made me or painted for me when 
they were little. They are amongst my priceless 
possessions. 
 

Advent is a wonderful time for reflecting on what is 
really important. Getting some priorities sorted and 
making sure that the next steps are firmly founded on 
the priceless values of our relationship with the saviour 
we prepare for. 
 

Regards, 
Greg, Parish Priest. 

Christmas Masses 2025 
Christmas Eve 

Cathedral 5.30pm, 7.30pm and Midnight. 
(Carol Singing from 11:30pm) 

Mayfield West 5.30pm 
The Junction 5.30pm 

 

Christmas Day 
St Mary’s The Hill 7.30am 

Tighes Hill 8.00am 
Stockton 9.00am 

Cathedral 9.30am and 5.00pm 
The Junction (in Italian) 11am 
Cathedral (in Polish) 12noon 

 

Simbang Gabi 2025 
(the Rooster’s Mass) 

 

Sacred Heart Cathedral  
Each night 7.00pm 

841 Hunter St, Newcastle West  
 

Bring a plate for a shared supper after each Mass 
  

Mass Celebrants & Homilists 
 

WHEN: December 15   Fr Anthony Coloma 
December 16   Fr Darryl Mackie 

December 17   Fr Joyce Sebastian 
December 18   Bishop Michael Kennedy 

December 19   Fr Anton Perera 
December 20   Fr Gregory Barker 
December 21   Fr Sabu Pulimalayil 
December 22   Fr Joseph Figuardo 

December 23   Fr Niel Olano 
  

 Join with our Filipino Associations as they commemo-
rate and host ‘Simbang Gabi’ 

A Novena of nine Masses on behalf of the Parish. 
All are welcome!!  



Christian Meditation at Tighes Hill 
 

This is non-denominational - everyone welcome. 

WHEN: Monday afternoon 3.30 for 3.45 start. 
WHERE: Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 16 Tighes 
Tce, Tighes Hill. 

The sessions include guided relaxation exercises, a 
reading from Fr John Main and 20 minutes of silent 
meditation. 

Book Club 

Book Club meets on Sunday, 1 February, to 
discuss Scent of Oranges by Kathy George. If 
you would like to participate in book club 
meetings, please email: 
newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au  

Wednesday Rosary  

Pray the Rosary each Wednesday after 
8:15am Mass in Sacred Heart Cathedral.   

Men’s Rosary Group 

The Men's Rosary is held the first Saturday of every 

month following Mass and Novena at Sacred Heart 

Cathedral. For more information contact Jason on 

0499 854 928. 

Living Waters Meditation Centre  

A Christian Meditation Centre at 34 Kenrick Street, 
The Junction, which offers meditation sessions on 
Wednesdays at 7.30am and Fridays at 11.00am. After 
meditation on Fridays, Lectio Divina, a personal 
interaction with Sacred Scripture, is offered. For more 
information: Carmel Moore rsj 0412122297.  

St Joseph’s Prayer/Discussion Group 

We are currently meeting to engage in 
an Advent program called “The 
Promise”. Remaining weeks are 11 
and 18 December , at 9.30am at 25 
Farquhar St, The Junction. All 
welcome. Please contact Janet on 0435 518 671. 

Taize Service 

Sunday, 7 December, at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church, Tighes Hill 5pm – 
6pm, followed by a shared 
supper. All welcome.  

Divine Mercy Devotion 

First Sunday of the Month - 7 December @ 
3:00pm: Chaplet of Divine Mercy at Christ 
the King, Mayfield West. 

Prayer/Meditation Social 

Newcastle Tudor Singers 
Comfort and Joy 

A Concert for Christmas  
 

The Tudor Singers Christmas 
Concert will be held at 2pm on 
Sunday, 7 December 2025 in the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral.  Come 
along for a magical afternoon of 
lush choral music featuring  
“Bells, Candles, and Love” 
A celebration of Christmas through 
sound and light and an 
opportunity to sing beloved 
Christmas Carols. Tickets at the 
door.  Come join us!  

Newcastle & Hunter Multicultural 
Choral Society – Christmas Concert 

The 47th Multicultural Christmas Concert will be held at 
7pm on Sunday, 7 December 2025 in 
the Sacred Heart Cathedral. If your 
choir will be participating in the 2025 
Christmas Concert, please confirm 
your attendance as soon as possible 
by emailing 
concordianewcastle@bigpond.com or 
jdw43n@gmail.com.  
Alternatively, you can phone Joop/
John de Wit on 4954 5227 or 0412 671848.   

Invitation 

Fr Greg is inviting the following people to a 
conversation and shared meal on the Sunday 

nominated for your cultural group. The 
hope is that you will bring the food and 
the priests can share. It will be in the 
Murray Room, just off the lawn near the 

Cathedral. Would you let the parish office know that 
you are coming: 
02 4979 1101 or newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

Spanish speaking communities from Central and 
South America and  Mexico - 7 December 11.00am 

mailto:newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:concordianewcastle@bigpond.com
mailto:jdw43n@gmail.com
mailto:newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au


Adult Faith Development 
View, Chew, and Chat  

Our next meeting is Wednesday, 10 
December, when we meet to discuss The 
Promise (Advent Resource). All welcome! To 

participate, please email the parish office.   
newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au  

Safeguarding 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and 
wellbeing of children and vulnerable adults. 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have 
any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult please 
contact the Office of Safeguarding: 02 4979 1390, or 
email childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit  
www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au  

Why We Do What We Do At Mass 
Symbols of the Mass 

Light and Candles ✦ 
From the earliest Christian 
gatherings, light has been a 
symbol of Christ’s presence. 
Candles placed on the altar or 
beside the ambo remind us 
that the Lord is the Light of the 
World. 
The flame, gentle yet steady, 
represents faith that perseveres through darkness. It 
draws the eye upward, inviting prayer and reverence. 
When candles are carried in procession or placed near 
the Blessed Sacrament, they honour the holiness of 
what they accompany. 
Even a single flame in a quiet church proclaims that 
darkness never has the last word. 
Scripture: “I am the light of the world; whoever follows 

me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 

life.” — John 8:12 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: §§1168–1171 

Faith Development 

Palms International  
Join our TIMOR-LESTE ENCOUNTER 
Information session for those who 
would like a short taste and tour of 
Palms placements to Timor-Leste from 
14-27 May 2026. 
Date:   Monday 8 December 2025 
Time:   7.30pm-8.30pm AEDT (NSW/VIC/ACT/
TAS)  
Venue: ONLINE-Scan the QR code or register at 
palms.org.au/events   
02 9560 5333  palms@palms.org.au 

Volunteers for Ministry Roles at the 
Cathedral for Christmas 

We invite all Parishioners to consider volunteering to 
take a more active participation in the Masses this 
Christmas (and beyond). 
We are looking for Greeters, Readers, Collectors, Gifts 
Presenters, Communion Ministers, and Choir Members 
for all the Masses this Christmas 
If you would like to discuss any of the roles, please 
discuss with one of the Sacristans or Anne Millard. 
Forms are available from the table at the Cathedral 
entrance. For security, please leave completed forms 
in the Sacristy or with one of the Sacristans. We will 
certainly be in touch. 
 

Join with us and contribute to the 
mission of the Church 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle extends a warm 
invitation to journey with us together in faith, 
respectful dialogue and shared discernment as we 
establish our new Councils, Boards and Committees. 
 

With a refreshed governance structure that honours 
both civil and Church law, we are creating new 
Councils, Boards and Committees that remain faithful 
to the teachings and mission of the Church as well as 
help shape the future of our Diocese. 
 

These groups will work in a synodal way. They will be 
collaborative, offer robust dialogue and be deeply 
rooted in our shared mission. 
 

Detail about each of the Councils, Boards and 
Committees can be found on our website and we 
welcome expressions of interest from people across 
our Diocese who feel called to contribute their 
wisdom, skills and passion. 
 

This is an opportunity to share your gifts and 
experience while contributing to the mission of the 
church. 

Thank you  
from the Mission to Seafarers 

To the Parishioners of the City Pastoral Region: 
Thank you for sharing your time, treasure and talent 
with “Mission to Seafarers’ Stella Maris. Your 
donations to our Christmas Appeal are greatly 
appreciated. Advent Blessings, 
“Happy are those who long for the coming of the 
Lord” Ps. 147:11  Regards, Mark Spencer 

Volunteering 
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Food Baskets for the Needy  

Items of dry goods or tin food can be placed in the blue 
bins located at our churches. When donating please 
check expiry dates. We request that you do not donate 
peanut butter. Any of the following non-perishable 
items are welcome: UHT milk, cereal, spreads, tinned 
goods, pasta, rice, pasta sauces, tea, coffee, biscuits, 
custard, jelly, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, 
shampoo, conditioner, deodorant. Thank you.  

Vinnies Christmas Appeal:  
Continues this weekend.  

Donation envelopes are available at the churches. 
Columban Calendars now available at the 
Parish Office (242 Parry St, Newcastle 
West), Sacred Heart Cathedral, St 
Joseph’s Church, The Junction and St 
Mary’s Church, The Hill. $10 each. 

Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts 
By putting your compassion into action and shopping for 
the Global Gifts of your choice you will bring hope and 
joy to the world’s most vulnerable and communities, 
while giving your loved ones a meaningful Christmas 
card. View the range : www.globalgifts.org.au 

Helping Others 

Bequests 

To help our Catholic Pastoral Region continue its 
mission of proclaiming the Good News, you might 
consider including us in your Will. You just need to 
specify which parish(es) you would like to help. 

Giving Tree 
As we prepare to enter the season of Advent, you’re 
invited to take part in our CatholicCare Giving Tree 
Initiative, a wonderful way to help bring a little extra 
joy to children and young people across our Diocese 
this Christmas. 
If you’d like to take part, please drop off an 
unwrapped gift to the Parish Office by Wednesday 
10 December 2025 to allow time for distribution 
before Christmas. If you need help 
choosing a gift for a specific age group, 
scan the QR code to access our 
general gift guide.  
Thank you for helping us make this 
Christmas a little brighter for children 

Stockton Parish Luncheon 
Stockton parish are gathering for a Christmas Lunch at 
Stockton RSL, Tuesday 16th December @12.00 mid-
day.  All welcome.  Please add your name to the list in 
the foyer or contact Maureen Frize 0466 681 773. 
RSVP 1st Dec.   

 

Stockton Church Cleaning 
Church Cleaning @ Stockton. Wednesday 17th Dec., @ 
9.00am.  Please come along and contribute.  Many 
hands make light work!  

EPIC Young Adults Christmas Party 
EPIC Young Adults Group invites all those aged 18-35 
to join us for a relaxed end-of-year gathering at Bar 
Beach Bowling Club on Thursday the 11th of 
December at 6pm. There will be lawn bowls, bonbons, 
and a prize for the best Christmas outfit! 
Contact Jess at 0490 396 642 or follow us on 
Instagram @epicnewcastle 

 
 

Pilgrimage of the Migrant Jubilee Cross: 
A Conversation with Bishop Michael 

Friday 19 December, 2-4pm – Victor Peters Suite 
Share the stories of our migrant communities. Come 
and be a part of a hope-filled conversation around the 
future of multi-cultural ministry. 
 

Advent – Christmas Activity Packs 
Please feel welcome to take booklets and pencils for 
children who you think would like them. 

IN UNITATE FIDEI  
in the unity of faith.  

This prayer concludes the latest encyclical of Pope 
Leo, written on the 1700th anniversary of the Council 
of Nicaea and highlighting the importance of the creed 
as a sign of Christian unity. 
Holy Spirit of God, you guide believers along the path 
of history. 
We thank you for inspiring the Symbols of Faith and 
for stirring in our hearts the joy of professing our sal-
vation in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, consubstantial 
with the Father. Without him, we can do nothing. 
Eternal Spirit of God, rejuvenate the faith of the 
Church from age to age. Help us to deepen it and to 
return always to the essentials in order to proclaim it. 
So that our witness in the world may not be futile, 
come, Holy Spirit, with your fire of grace, to revive our 
faith, to enkindle us with hope, to inflame us with 
charity. 
Come, divine Comforter, source of harmony, unite the 
hearts and minds of believers. Come and grant us to 
taste the beauty of communion. 
Come, Love of the Father and the Son, gather us into 
the one flock of Christ. 
Show us the ways to follow, so that with your wisdom, 

we become once again what we are in Christ: one, so 

that the world may believe. Amen. 

http://www.globalgifts.org.au




Our Catholic Schools 

St Joseph’s Primary School: Karen McGinlay (Principal) 
Union Street, The Junction NSW 2291 
(02) 4961 2827 
www.merewether.catholic.edu.au 

Holy Family Primary School: Ann Jackson (Principal) 
Pell Street, Merewether NSW 2291 
(02) 4963 3009 
www.merewetherbeach.catholic.edu.au 

St Columban’s Primary School: Penny Banister (Principal) 

Church Street, Mayfield NSW 2304 
(02) 4968 3315 
www.mayfieldsc.catholic.edu.au 

St Peter’s Primary School: Michael Punch (Principal) 

Dunbar St, Stockton NSW 2295 
(02) 4928 1861 
www.stockton.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Xavier’s College: Greg Ptolemy (Principal) 

Parkway Avenue, Hamilton NSW 2303 
(02) 4961 2863 
www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au 

San Clemente High School: Emma South (Principal) 
78 Havelock St, Mayfield NSW 2304 
(02) 4014 7300 
www.mayfieldsanc.catholic.edu.au 

St Dominic’s Catholic College: Rachel Jones (Principal) 

76 Havelock St, Mayfield NSW 2304 
(02) 4968 1295 
www.mayfieldsd.catholic.edu.au 

Diocesan Events 
https://tinyurl.com/cdmnevents  

The Chuckle 
 

Q: What do you call an old snowman? 
A: Water 

Parish Census & Planned 
Giving Forms 

You can use the link or QR code to 
complete and submit the form online. 
https://tinyurl.com/newcparishcensus  

Diocesan Resource Centre  

Opening Hours: Mondays and Fridays, 10am to 4pm. 
Open 1st & 3rd Saturday of each month, 10am to 
2pm. cnr Tudor and Parry Sts, Newcastle West.  

The Centre will not be open on Friday, 12 Dec 2025.  

All resources are available to borrow; and 
are searchable on the library catalogue, 
which can be accessed through this link:  
https://tinyurl.com/DOMNLibrary 
OR use the QR code. 

Today’s Liturgy 

 
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Is 30:19,30 
O people of Sion, behold,  
the Lord will come to save the nations, 
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard  
in the joy of your heart. 
 
First Reading: Is 11:1-10 
He judges the poor with justice. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. 
v.7 
(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 

peace for ever. 
1.   O God, give your judgement to the king,  

to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 

2.   In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 

3.   For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 

4.   May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 

 
Second Reading: Rom 15:4-9 
Christ, the hope of all people. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Lk 3:4. 6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: Mt 3:1-12  
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Bar 5:5; 4:36 
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

https://tinyurl.com/cdmnevents
https://tinyurl.com/newcparishcensus

