
Dear Parish Family,

This week I have been listening to a ‘huge’ debate raging in Brisbane: 
should pineapple be on pizza? It seems to have become quite the 
controversy. An Italian chef recently lost an unfair dismissal case after 
losing his job when he refused to place pineapple on pizzas. He argued
that doing so was an insult to his culture and culinary heritage. It is an 
interesting debate from a few perspectives: cultural, economic, 
traditional, adaptive, and even what we might call inculturation. At the heart of it all 
is the question of how an established culture welcomes new influences and makes 
space for them, while still preserving a sense of identity and belonging. 

These are not always easy conversations to have, but they are important ones. In 
Australia, for better or worse, pineapple has long been a staple ingredient on the 
Hawaiian pizza and is commonly found on many pizza menus. From a traditional 
Italian perspective, there is little about that which would be considered authentic. A 
few years ago, while I was visiting Brindisi in southern Italy and waiting for a ferry 
to Greece, I met a young Italian man whose uncle owned a pizza shop. Hearing my 
Australian accent, his uncle proudly explained that he had sent his nephew to 
Sydney for six months to learn how to make “Australian style” pizza. Their hope was 
to meet the unusual requests of the many Australian tourists who visited their town. 
In that instance, good economic management simply said, “Put pineapple on it!”

Holding on to what is good, while letting go of what has become burdensome or no 
longer life-giving, is often key to the way cultures merge, adapt and develop. It is 
also one of the hardest things to do. We naturally cling to what we know, what 
makes us comfortable, and what gives us a sense of security. Language plays a 
significant role in that process. Moving to a new country is incredibly difficult, and I 
take my hat off to all of you who have made the courageous decision to leave the 
land of your birth and make Australia your home. I spent nearly twelve months in 
Japan and gained some appreciation of those challenges. 

Through language we learn culture, tradition, and place. Language not only helps us 
communicate; it helps us belong. It can also be one of the greatest barriers to feeling 
at home. Yet it is through language that we adapt, grow, build relationships, and 
find our place in a community. I hope that your faith has helped sustain you through 
the difficult moments and given you strength when life has been challenging. I see 
the fruits of cultural exchange and adaptation all the time. I have long been a fan of 
Simbang Gabi, a tradition with Spanish roots that flourished in the Philippines and 
has since spread throughout the world. 

Each year I see it continue to grow as local communities adapt it to their 
circumstances while remaining faithful to its spirit. It is a treasured tradition, not 
only for Filipinos and for other communities founded from the Spanish, but for 
many others who have come to appreciate its beauty and richness. Traditionally, 
Simbang Gabi is celebrated before dawn and known as the “Rooster's Mass,” 
reflecting the early hour at which people gathered. Today, however, practical 
realities mean that many communities celebrate these Masses in the evening. As I 
often joke, it has become less the “Rooster's Mass” and more the “Rooster Going To 
Bed Mass!” Yet that adaptation has allowed the tradition to remain alive and 
accessible for contemporary families.

This year, Simbang Gabi will begin on 15 December and continue until 23 
December. Everyone is warmly invited to attend, regardless of culture, background, 
or tradition. It is a wonderful opportunity to experience the richness of another 
culture's faith expression and to celebrate the diversity that strengthens our parish 
community.

God bless, 
Greg, Parish Priest
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New to our Parishes?
Join our mailing list to stay up to 
date and involved in our parish 
communities.

Register via 
https://
tinyurl.com/
newcparishcensus
Or scan QR code:

The Parish Vine  

St Benedict’s Inner Newcastle Parish: 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West; St Joseph’s 
Church, The Junction; St Mary, Star of the Sea Church, 
Newcastle; Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Tighes Hill. 
Mayfield Parish: Christ the King, Mayfield West. 
Stockton Parish: St Peter-in-Chains, Stockton.

Sunday 8th November 2026                    32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

We acknowledge the Awabakal and Worimi peoples - the traditional custodians of these lands. 
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The Parish Diary…
32nd week in Ordinary Time, Year 2

Mon 9 Nov The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
 7:30am Mass @ The Cathedral

Tues 10 Nov St Leo the Great, pope, doctor
 7:30am Mass @ The Cathedral
 9:00am Mass @ Stockton 

Wed 11 Nov St Martin of Tours, bishop
 7:30am Mass @ The Cathedral
 9:00am Mass @ Mayfield West (anointing)

Thur 12 Nov St Josaphat, bishop, martyr
 7:30am Mass @ The Cathedral
 9:00am Mass @ Stockton
 10:00am Mass @ Charles O’Neill, Mayfield West
 11:00am Funeral Mass @ The Cathedral for 

Colleen Griffiths 

Fri 13 Nov 
  10:15am Mass @ The Junction (St Joseph’s 

school Mass) 
 11:00am Exposition, Adoration and 

Reconciliation @The Cathedral
 12.05pm Mass @ The Cathedral

Sat 14 Nov 
 9:15am Mass @ The Cathedral, followed by the 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
followed by Reconciliation

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 14 Nov 
 5:30pm Vigil Mass @ The Cathedral
 5:30pm Vigil Mass @ The Junction
 5:30pm Vigil Mass @ Mayfield West

Sun 15 Nov 
 7:30am Mass @ St Mary’s
 8:00am Mass @ Tighes Hill
 9:00am Mass @ Stockton
 9:30am Mass @ The Cathedral *
 11:00am Italian Mass @ The Junction
 12noon Polish Mass @ The Cathedral
 5:00pm Mass @ The Cathedral

* Livestreamed on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel - search 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Hamilton

Prayer Requests

RECENTLY DECEASED: Bernadette Bailey,
Sr Coral-Ann Flemming rsj, John Turyn,
Joan Bowen, Leonie Casey, Colleen Griffiths 

ANNIVERSARIES: Leslie Brain, Elaine Brain, Maree 
Brain, Kevin Brain, Neladie Kerr, Quintino Murri, 
Catherine Martin, Rita Terry, Eileen Johns, John 
Guy, Thomas Haggerty, Fred Fitzpatrick, Leo 
Connolly, Roger Stretton, Terry Sullivan, Bernard 
Tobin, Gerard Nolan, Sean Halpin, Jane Rowe, 
Melody Kerr

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Karen Somerville, Monica 
Skehan, Maree Sargeant, Tanya Ng, Alex Quirin, 
Rachael McLellan, Wally McLellan, John Hayes, 
Jeremy Eden, Braxton Rayner, Tui Innes, 
Raymond Morley, Louise Hall, Toan Nguyen, 
Eileen Jennings, Gwen Haggerty, Alexander Klein, 
Leonetta Papichio, John Woods, Hoagy VanEwyk, 
Martyn Docherty, Maureen Hall, Allan Boys

At The Cathedral:
David Bound
Monica Bound
Colleen Bryde
Anne Veronica (Bonnie) 
Cook-Moore
Mary Ferry
Gwen Fuge
Neil Gibson
Kevin Hayes
Frank Holmes
Gwydir (Gwen) Holmes

Our Columbaria
Those with November anniversaries of death:

At St Joseph’s:
Thelma Mateer 
Gloria Brown
Frederick Bruyn
Betty Grant 
Mary Henderson 
Pat Koch
John Maher
Michael McGlynn
Nancy Struck 

Eternal rest grant unto them and may perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace, Amen. 

Please send prayer requests and items for the 
Bulletin to the Parish Office by 5pm on Wednesdays.

Desmond (Des) Ledlin

Paul Mather

Elva Letitia Murphy

Helen Murray

Peter Murray

Antonietta Rossetti

Andrea Rufo

Mary Scott

Mary Synott

Marceline  Tynan

Pauline Wenman

Lionel Skinner 
Byron Vial
Maureen Callen
Marie Tynan
Edward (Ted) Jordan 
Dawn O'Doherty
Denis Griffin
Peter Grime
Robet Palmer

Columban Calendars 
are now available from 
the parish office. 
Cost $10.

In November We Remember

During the month of November, 
we remember in a special way all 
those who have died and have 
gone before us. If you would like a 
Mass offered for your loved 
one/s, there are envelopes 
available at the churches which

can be placed on the regular collection plates at 
weekend Masses.



“Presence” Advent Program 2026

Advent starts on 29 November!

This Advent and Christmas, discover the God 
who is closer than we think. Presence: Advent & 
Christmas Daily Reflections 2026 is a beautifully 
presented, 84-page, full-colour book of daily 
reflections inviting you to slow down, become 
attentive, and rediscover the presence of Christ 
in your everyday life. Beginning on the First 
Sunday of Advent (29 November 2026) and 
continuing through to the Baptism of the Lord 
(10 January 2027), Presence offers a prayerful 
companion for the entire 
Advent and Christmas journey. Cost $5.
Use the link or QR code to order.
https://tinyurl.com
/PresenceAdvent2026

Welcome to Our Newly Baptised!

We joyfully welcome Spencer Graeme 
Dickson, who receives the Sacrament of 
Baptism this weekend at St Mary’s. 

Upcoming Young Adults event:

On Friday 6 November (Note the change of 
date), at 7pm, there will be a talk on ‘Sanctifying 
our Ordinary life’ by well-versed speaker, Liam 
Aquilina, in the Toohey room, next door to the 
Cathedral.

There will be free dinner beforehand at 6pm and 
we invite anyone who might be interested in 
coming and meeting other like-minded young 
adults.
You’re welcome to contact Susanna on 0406 862 
339 with any questions.

Parish Teams 

Promoters of Safeguarding: Louise Outram, 
Cynthia Tamonan, Alex Tamonan, Sr Kath Williams 
rsm, Annie Evans.

Bereavement Team: Margaret Cox, Gail Lovell, 
Christopher Gregory, Margaret Beard, Margaret 
Newton, Anne Millard.

St Joseph’s Pastoral Team: Contact Parish Office.

RCIA: Contact Mary-Anne at the Parish Office. 

Sacramental Program: Contact Mary-Anne at the 
Parish Office.

Baptism team: Meets on the first Tuesday of the 
month, with parents preparing for their children’s 
baptism. 

Children's Liturgy

As we enter the joyful 
season of Advent, our 
parish is delighted to 
launch our first Children's 
Liturgy during the Sunday 

morning Mass at the Cathedral on 6th 
December 2026.

Children aged 5 to 12 years are warmly invited 
to join this special program, where they can 
explore and reflect on the Gospel in a way that 
is meaningful, engaging, and suited to their age. 
Our Children's Liturgy team has recently 
completed their formation and compliance and 
is excited to welcome the children, helping 
them grow in faith and deepen their 
understanding of God's Word.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our 
Children's Liturgy team for their dedication and 
commitment to this wonderful ministry. We 
look forward to welcoming our young 
parishioners on this exciting faith 
journey!

Please scan the QR code to sign up!

Celebrating the Saints

To commemorate November as a month of the 
Communion of Saints, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
in Tighes Hill are expanding our familiarity with 
the Saints. On Sunday 15th November, we will be 
having a cuppa after our 8am Mass to introduce 
the images of some Saints and Blesseds to the 
church community, including those of Blessed 
Iwene Tansi (Nigeria), Saint Peter to Rot (PNG) 
and Saint Agnes Le Thi Thanh (Vietnam). All are 
welcome, and feel free to bring an image of a 
Saint of your own to chat about (please don't 
bring anything too precious as we will be having 
morning tea). Please bring a plate to share.

Parents' Alpha with Little Ones

After school drop-off, why not join us for a 
cuppa, conversation and connection with other 
parents? Bring your little ones along to Parents' 
Alpha, a welcoming space to explore life, faith 
and meaning while your children enjoy our 
Children’s Ministry program.

Fridays, 9:30am-11:30am, commencing Friday 
13 November at the Diocesan Resource Centre 
(Next door to the Sacred Heart Cathedral).
All parents are warmly welcome. 
Register via QR code or contact 
mary-anne.deluca@mn.catholic.org.au
for more details.

Welcome!

Welcome to the Mater Graduate Nurses
who are joining us for 9.30am Mass and 
morning tea today.

Prison Sunday

Each year on the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
the Catholic Church in Australia marks Prison 
Sunday, bringing attention to the plight of 
prisoners and highlighting the important work 
undertaken by prison chaplains who 
accompany people with compassion, mercy and 
hope.

This year marks 10 years since Prison Sunday 
was established during the Year of Mercy in 
2016, following Pope Francis’s initiative to 
observe the Jubilee for Prisoners. Since then, 
Prison Sunday has become an important annual 
opportunity for the Church in Australia to pray 
for prisoners, support their families, and 
recognise the dedicated ministry of prison 
chaplains.

“We need to nourish the roots of our hope so 
that they can bear fruit … despite whatever evil 
we have done. There is no corner of our heart 
that cannot be touched by God’s love.”

– Pope Francis
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• Tighes Hill Christian Meditation - each 
Monday 3.30pm at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Church Tighes Hill.

• Living Waters Meditation Centre – 
Wednesdays at 7.30am and Fridays at 
11.00am, followed by Lectio Divina, at 34 
Kenrick St The Junction.

• The Rosary - each day after 7.30am Mass at 
The Cathedral; each Wednesday after Mass 
at Mayfield West; Men’s Rosary first 
Saturday of the month after Novena at The 
Cathedral.

• Divine Mercy Devotion - first Sunday of the 
month 3.00-4.00pm at Christ the King, 
Mayfield West. 

• Taize Service - first Sunday of the month 5.00 
- 6.00pm at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church, Tighes Hill, followed by a shared 
supper.

Book Club is in recess in December and January, 
resuming February. If you would like to 
participate in book club meetings, please email: 
newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

View, Chew, and Chat: You are very welcome to 
join us on Wednesdays!  To participate, please 
email the parish office: 
newcparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

St Joseph’s Prayer/Discussion Group will be 
meeting on Thursday 26 November in the 
former parish office, 25 Farquhar St, The 
Junction. 

Regular Opportunities for Prayer

Parish Group Meetings

Parish Safeguarding 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle represents 
the Catholic Church in a region extending from 
Lake Macquarie to Taree and as far inland as 
Merriwa and Murrurundi. The 36 parishes share 
a responsibility to provide safe, welcoming and 
inclusive environments for nearly 150,000 
members, particularly for children and 
vulnerable adults. This includes:

Creating safe environments: Ensuring churches, 
parish facilities, activities and programs are safe 
and accessible for children and vulnerable 
people.

Recruitment and screening: Ensuring clergy, 
employees and volunteers undertake appropriate 
Working With Children Checks, screening and 
required safeguarding training.

Education and awareness: Promoting 
understanding of safeguarding policies, 
professional boundaries, appropriate conduct 
and individual responsibilities.

Recognising and reporting concerns: Prompt 
response and reporting of disclosures, 
allegations or suspicions of abuse, neglect or 
inappropriate behaviour.

Supporting vulnerable people: Respecting the 
dignity, rights, diversity and voices of children 
and vulnerable adults, ensuring they feel heard, 
respected and protected.

Leadership and accountability: Parish priests 
and leaders must model safe practices, ensure 
compliance with diocesan policies and encourage 
a culture of transparency and accountability.

Continuous improvement: Regularly reviewing 
safeguarding practices, identifying risks and 
implementing improvements.

A culture of zero tolerance of abuse, where 
safety, respect, compassion and accountability 
underpin all aspects of parish life.

EPIC Young Adults

EPIC is a space for 18-35 year olds in our pastoral 
region, wherever you are on your faith journey.

Stay in touch by joining our 
WhatsApp with the QR code or 
following us on Insta at 
@epicnewcastle.

Food Baskets for the Needy 

Blue bins in our churches are available for your 
donations: Items of dry goods or tin food. When 
donating please check expiry dates. We ask that you 
do not donate peanut butter. Any of the following 
non-perishable items are welcome: UHT milk, 
cereal, spreads, tinned goods, pasta, rice, pasta 
sauces, tea, coffee, biscuits, custard, jelly, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, 
conditioner, deodorant.

A Chuckle

A tourist asked an elderly local,
"Have you lived here all your life?"
The old fellow thought for a moment.
"Not yet."

Portrait of Pope Leo 
XIV, photo by Edgar 
Beltrán/The Pillar, 
via Wikimedia 
Commons (CC BY-
SA 4.0).

Portrait of Pope Leo 
XIV, photo by Edgar 
Beltrán/The Pillar, 
via Wikimedia 
Commons (CC BY-
SA 4.0).

Accommodation Request

Single older woman is looking for possible rental 
or share arrangement in Stockton for a period up 
to 6 months from late December. She works from 
home part time and travels on occasions for her 
work.  If you are interested in such an 
arrangement, or know someone who is, please 
feel free to contact Anne on 0419 425 555.
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Invitation - Mission and 
Evangelisation in partnership with 

MacKillop Parish invite you to a 
Parish Mission

With special participation from the Little 
Nuns and Little Friars of Jesus and Mary

2 to 12 November 2026

The Little Friars and 
Little Nuns of Jesus and 
Mary are here in the 
Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle for a ten-day 
mission of faith, prayer 
and renewal.  Known for 
their distinctive habits, 
joyful spirit and

dedicated commitment to Christ, their lives are 
centred on prayer, community, service and 
helping others discover the joy of faith.  Their 
witness is both refreshing and challenging, 
raising important questions about purpose, 
happiness, and what truly matters.  

Come for one event or many. Bring your 
questions and an open heart. You never know 
where God might lead.

View detail and register your interest  here: 
https://tinyurl.com/CDMNLittleFriarsandNuns.   

Or scan the QR code:

Diocesan Resource Centre
Opening Hours: Mondays and Fridays, 10am to 
5pm. Open 1st & 3rd Saturday of each month, 
10am to 2pm. cnr Tudor and Parry Sts, Newcastle 
West. 

All resources are available to borrow; and are 
searchable on the library catalogue,
which can be accessed through this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/DOMNLibrary
OR use the QR code.

Diocesan Events
https://tinyurl.com/cdmnevents 

Calling for Expressions of Interest – 
Councils and Advisory Boards

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle warmly 
invites you to once again journey with us in faith, 
open dialogue and discernment, as we continue 
to establish and strengthen our new Councils 
and Advisory Boards.

Following our initial Expressions of Interest 
process last year, we are now seeking to fill 
some vacancies on our Councils and Advisory 
Boards, as we build on the strong foundation.

This next phase is an opportunity to broaden 
participation and ensure our governance reflects 
the diversity and rich gifts of our diocesan 
community. 

Our renewed governance model honours both 
civil and Church law, and is grounded in the 
mission and teachings of the Church.  

The Councils and Advisory Boards that have 
formed play an important role in shaping the 
future of our Diocese, contributing to decisions 
that support faithful, sustainable and mission-
driven outcomes. 

We invite people from across the Diocese who 
feel called to serve to submit an expression of 
interest via the Diocesan website. Link:   
https://mn.catholic.org.au/governance-advisory-
group-eoi/

In particular, opportunities exist for those with 
backgrounds in Governance, Finance Banking 
and Insurance. 

These groups work in a synodal way marked by 
collaboration, respectful listening and thoughtful 
conversation.  

Join with us - this is a unique opportunity to 
share your gifts, deepen your engagement in the 
life of the Church and help shape the path ahead 
for our Diocese. 

Exhibition
Celebrating the Life and Work of Fr Julian 

Tenison Woods
Monday and Friday 10am-5pm, 1st and 3rd 

Saturday of the month 10am-2pm.
The Diocesan Resource Centre (DRC) is hosting an 
exhibition that brings added depth and context to 
Sr Jan Tranter’s recently published book, Julian 
Tenison Woods: The Human Journey – Priest, 
Founder, Friend.

Featuring geological specimens, photographs, 
books, a continuous visual display, and a range of 
historical resources, the exhibition offers a 
fascinating insight into the life, ministry, and 
legacy of Fr Julian Tenison Woods.
Running through to the end of the year, the 
exhibition offers a unique opportunity to delve 
deeper into the life, work and legacy of Fr Julian 
Tenison Woods.

Nourishment Day for Sacristans and Servers – 
Newcastle

Saturday 14 November, 10am-3pm, Toohey 
Room

A Day of Prayer, Formation, Fellowship and 
Renewal. Sacristans and Servers are warmly 
invited to a special day of spiritual nourishment 
and community. Activities include Formation 
Session, Practical Workshop, Fellowship 
& Sharing, Lunch and Refreshments. 
"Taste and see that the Lord is good." 
Psalm 34:8. Learn More: 
https://tinyurl.com/CDMNNourishmentDay2026

Real Women Café Night
Monday 16 November, 7:30pm – 9:15pm, St 

Mary’s Church Hall, Warners Bay
Bookings have opened! The guest speaker is Joel 
Howlett, an international award-winning 
performer and entertainer, bringing 
impact and fun to the final Real 
Women’s event for 2026. Get your
ticket here: 
https://tinyurl.com/CDMNRealWomenCafe

Advent & Christmas Creative Arts Workshop  
Newcastle: Thursday 12 November, 10am-12pm  

Looking for fresh and engaging ways to share the 
Advent and Christmas story with children? Join 
this free, hands-on workshop for those involved 
in Special Religious Education (SRE) and 
Children's Liturgy of the Word. Discover practical 
ideas for art, craft, music and drama, 
and take-home resources ready to 
use in your ministry. Includes all 
workshop materials.  Register via
QR code.
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Mission to Seafarers Centre

Donations welcome for our Seafarers Care Packs or, 
if you have the means, monetary donations can be 
made to the following: 

BSB 062 784
Account Number: 1000 12583
Account Name:  
The Apostleship of the Sea 

Our Catholic Schools

St Joseph’s Primary School: Karen McGinlay (Principal)

Union Street, The Junction NSW 2291
(02) 4961 2827
www.merewether.catholic.edu.au

Holy Family Primary School: Shannon McGregor 
(Principal)

Pell Street, Merewether NSW 2291
(02) 4963 3009
www.merewetherbeach.catholic.edu.au

St Columban’s Primary School: Penny Banister 
(Principal)

Church Street, Mayfield NSW 2304
(02) 4968 3315
www.mayfieldsc.catholic.edu.au

St Peter’s Primary School: Dennis Nolan (Principal)

Dunbar St, Stockton NSW 2295
(02) 4928 1861
www.stockton.catholic.edu.au

St Francis Xavier’s College: Greg Ptolemy (Principal)

Parkway Avenue, Hamilton NSW 2303
(02) 4961 2863
www.hamilton.catholic.edu.au

San Clemente High School: Emma South (Principal)

78 Havelock St, Mayfield NSW 2304
(02) 4014 7300
www.mayfieldsanc.catholic.edu.au

St Dominic’s Catholic College: Rachel Jones (Principal)

76 Havelock St, Mayfield NSW 2304
(02) 4968 1295
www.mayfieldsd.catholic.edu.au

The Office of Safeguarding

From Thursday 15 October the Office of 
Safeguarding is relocating from the office at 50 
Crebert Street, Mayfield, to 841 Hunter Street, 
Newcastle West.  People visiting the Office of 
Safeguarding are asked to please attend 
Reception at 841 Hunter Street where a member 
of Safeguarding will meet you.  For sensitive 
matters, a member of Safeguarding will make 
personal arrangements for the visitor to attend 
discreetly.  If you need support from the Office of 
Safeguarding at any time, please:

Phone:  02 4979 1390

Email:  childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au

Visit their website at 
https://www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au/

Prayer for  HSC Students

We pray for those preparing for their HSC.

Father we ask that they especially feel your 
closeness during this period.

Give them calm hearts and quiet confidence 
in the knowledge that you hold them in the 
palm of your hand.

Bless them with keen understanding and 
retentive memory.

Give them the ability to grasp things correctly, 
be exact in their explanations and express 
themselves clearly.

Point out the beginning, direct their progress 
and help them in the completion of each of 
their responses. 

Holy Spirit send them your gifts of wisdom 
and knowledge.

We ask this 
through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen

World Youth Day 2027

World Youth Day is an 
international gathering of young 
people (aged 16-35) held every 
three years with the Pope. The 
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is 
leading a pilgrimage in July 2027 
to the next one in South Korea

with an extended retreat in Japan following. 
Serious expressions of interest have now opened 
and can be logged on our webpage. We expect 
bookings to open in November with an $800 
deposit. 
Learn more –
https://mn.catholic.org.au
/church/world-youth-day-2027/

Food Baskets for the Needy 

Blue bins in our churches are 
available for your donations: 
Items of dry goods or tin food. 
When donating please check 
expiry dates. We ask that you 
do not donate peanut butter.

Any of the following non-perishable items are 
welcome: UHT milk, cereal, spreads, tinned 
goods, pasta, rice, pasta sauces, tea, coffee, 
biscuits, custard, jelly, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
soap, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant.

MN KIDS Formation Day

Looking for a fun and faith-filled opportunity for 
your child this Advent? Children aged 6-12 are 
invited to the MN KIDS Formation Day on Sunday 
6 December 2026 at City Parish, Newcastle West.
Through Bible stories, prayer, music, games, 
crafts, and friendship, children will explore the 
joy of the Gospel in an engaging and age-
appropriate environment. Facilitated by qualified 
Religious Education leaders, this free day 
includes morning tea and lunch.

Sunday 6 December 2026 | 9:30am - 3:00pm
Diocesan Resource Centre
841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West

Free event. Registrations essential via 
the QR code or online link on the poster 
on the noticeboard.

Join Mission and Evangelisation on 
the Front Line

Make a difference where it is 
needed most; we are seeking 
a part-time Stella Maris Port 
Chaplain to provide pastoral 
care, support and hospitality 
to seafarers visiting the Port 
of Newcastle. If you are 
passionate about 

supporting others, this might be the role for you. 
Applications close Monday 16 November, with 
interviews scheduled later that week. Learn 
more about the role here: 
https://cdmn.elmotalent.com.au/careers/dio/job
/view/6859
or email:  James.camden@mn.catholic.org.au
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Return and Earn update 

– $502 and 5,020 bottles 
collected!

Purchase a Caritas Australia Global 
Gift this Christmas

With Caritas Australia’s Global Gifts, you can 
give a meaningful Christmas card that helps 
create lasting change for vulnerable 
communities around the world. Whether you're 
shopping for family, friends or colleagues, you'll 
find a gift that continues to make a real 
difference long after Christmas Day.

Each Global Gift card you buy helps make the 
world a little better every day. Your gift can 
change lives by putting food on a family’s table 
or helping a young girl stay in school. 
Give a gift this Christmas that reflects 
the true spirit of giving and makes a 
lasting impact.

Browse the full range of Global Gifts:
https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts

Palms Timor-Leste Encounter 
10-23 May 2027! 

Timor-Leste is Australia’s closest 
neighbour.  It is also the nation with 
which Australia has had a complex 
chequered history.  Yet very few 
Australians have ever been there. 

An Encounter Tour to Timor-Leste is not only an 
unforgettable holiday – it is an opportunity to get 
‘behind the scenes’ insights into history, culture 
& the importance of relationships in sustainable 
development. 

In a small (max 8 person) group, you will meet 
Palms international partners and long-term 
volunteers.  Encounters are the ethical option to 
learn about development and support Australia’s 
oldest lay Catholic international development 
organisation. 

Book your place on the 14-day Encounter Tour 
here: palms.org.au/encounters.

Volunteers Needed!  Catholic Community 
Connectors needed to assist with the Palms' 
Simplicity September campaign. More info here: 
https://tinyurl.com/PALMSCommunityConnectors

40th Anniversary of Saint John Paul 
II's Historic Alice Springs Address

Sunday 29 November, Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West

As we light the Candle of Hope on the First 
Sunday of Advent, join us as we commemorate a 
significant moment in the life of the Church in 
Australia: Saint John Paul II's historic Alice 
Springs address of 29 November 1986. This Mass 
will include

• Smoking Ceremony

• Traditional Welcome by an Elder

• Cultural Dance and Song

• Yidaki (Didgeridoo) Players

• Prayer and reflection inspired by Saint John 
Paul's message

• Morning Tea on the grass grounds.

To Learn More: https://tinyurl.com/
CDMNJPIIAliceSprings

or email 
Mission@mn.catholic.org.au

https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/
https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/
https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/
https://palms.org.au/encounters/
https://tinyurl.com/PALMSCommunityConnectors
https://tinyurl.com/CDMNJPIIAliceSprings
https://tinyurl.com/CDMNJPIIAliceSprings
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Today’s Liturgy of the Word

First Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16
Wisdom is found by those who look for it.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2
(R.) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water. (R.)

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary. 
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. (R.)

So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.)

On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night
for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. (R.)

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life 
with Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation: Matthew 24:42. 44
Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready:
you know not when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published 
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English 
translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, 
Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Week’s Readings
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

1 Thess 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30

Disclaimer: Unless otherwise stated, any advertisements placed in this Bulletin are placed by independent third 
parties who have no legal relationship with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised 
or controlled in any way by the Diocese. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers 
or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

Donation Options

For anyone who wishes to make donations to the 
parish via direct deposit: 

Account name: CDF      BSB: 066739
Account number: see below*
Reference: Donation [Surname]

*Account numbers:
Newcastle Parish - Account no: 100008696          
Mayfield Parish - Account no: 100007169
Stockton Parish - Account no: 100003308

OR Scan the QR Code:
(You can choose your parish
from a drop-down list)

Morning Tea at The Cathedral

All welcome to morning 
tea after 9.30am Mass 
next Sunday at The 
Cathedral. You are invited 
to bring some food to 
share.

Bequests

To help our Catholic Pastoral Region continue its 
mission of proclaiming the Good News, you might 
consider including us in your Will. You just need to 
specify which parish(es) you would like to help.

Portrait of Pope Leo XIV, 
photo by Edgar 
Beltrán/The Pillar, via 
Wikimedia Commons (CC 
BY-SA 4.0).

Pope’s Prayer Intention for 
November

For the proper use of wealth

Organ Recital with David Drury

Join us at 2:00 pm on Sunday 25 October 2026 
at St Peter’s Anglican Church, East Maitland, for 
a special organ recital celebrating 150 years of 
the historic Father Willis organ.

Renowned Australian organist David Drury will 
perform a varied programme of works by Bach, 
Erbach, Böhm, Byrd, Purcell, Dearnley and 
Mendelssohn
Tickets: 
https://tinyurl.com/DavidDruryWillisOrgan
Tickets can be booked online using the link 
above, or you are welcome to contact Thomas 
directly on 0432 786 775 to reserve seats.

Safeguarding

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an 
abiding commitment to promote the safety, 
welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable 
adults. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. 
If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable 
adult please contact the Office of Safeguarding: 
02 4979 1390, or email 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit  
www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au 

Let us pray for the 
proper use of wealth, 
that not succumbing 
to the temptation of 
selfishness, it may 
always be put at the 
service the common 
good and solidarity of 
those who have less.

https://tinyurl.com/DavidDruryWillisOrgan
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